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AIR  ROUTE  TRAFFIC  CONTROL  CENTER  BOUNDARIES 
FAA  REGIONAL  BOUNDARIES 
ARTCC  LOCATIONS 


INTRODUCTION 


This  report  provides  forecasts  of  Instrxament  Flight  Rule  (IFR) 
aircraft  handled  by  Federal  Aviation  Administration  (FAA)  air 
route  traffic  control  centers  (ARTCC) . See  Figvire  1.  It 
serves  as  a base  for  the  FAA  planning  and  budget  process  in 
determining  future  requirements  for  facilities,  equipment, 
and  manpower. 

Forecasts  of  IFR  aircraft  departures  and  overs  by  air  carrier, 
air  taxi,  general  aviation,  and  military  categories  are 
presented  for  fiscal  year  1978,  through  1989  for  ARTCC s in 
each  of  the  eleven  FAA  regions.  It  should  be  noted  that  air  ’>'■ 

taxi  operations  at  centers  began  to  be  counted  separately  on 
July  1,  1971.  Prior  to  July  1,  1971,  much  of  the  air  taxi 

I 

count  was  included  in  the  air  carrier  statistics.  This  change 
accounts  for  a decline  in  national  air  carrier  activity  in 
fiscal  year  1972  which  is  reflected  in  the  data  for  many 

individual  centers . ^ 

j 

The  national  forecast  of  IFR  aircraft  handled,  as  reported  in 
Aviation  Forecasts,  Fiscal  Years  1978-1989,  calls  for  a modest  j 

growth  in  air  carrier  activity,  a substantial  increase  in  I 

general  aviation  and  air  taxi  IFR  flying,  and  stabilized  level 
of  military  activity.  See  Figure  2.  The  forecasts  for  the 

I 

I 

j 
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Figure 


I, 
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individual  centers  were  derived  by  first  analyzing  the  past 
relationship  of  each  data  series  to  the  respective  national 
totals.  Based  on  this  analysis,  estimates  were  made  of  the 
future  percentage  each  series  will  be  of  the  national  fore- 
cast. The  resulting  activity  levels  were  next  compared  with 
each  center's  historical  trend.  Adjustments,  as  necessary, 
were  made  for  consistency  with  these  trends  after  taking  into 
account  inputs  from  FAA  regional  offices,  announced  plans  of 
DOD  (e.g.,  base  closings  and  transfers)  and  known  alterations 

i 

in  center  boundaries.  Major  examples  of  the  latter  include 
the  transfer  of  a portion  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  from  the 
Chicago  ARTCC  to  the  Minneapolis  ARTCC  in  November  1971,  and 
the  phase  out  of  the  Great  Falls  ARTCC  in  1976. 

1 

The  impact  on  center  activity  of  expanded  positive  control  of 
airspace,  a greater  number  of  airports  with  terminal  control 
areas,  and  expanded  radar  service  by  FAA  towers  will  continue 
to  be  monitored  in  order  to  give  them  proper  weight  in  the 
forecast.  To  date,  their  impact  appears  to  have  been  minimal. 
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An  index  to  FAA  regions  and  air  route  traffic  control 
centers  is  included  on  the  following  page  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  use  of  this  report.  Although  regional 
and  center  boundaries  do  not  coincide,  for  purposes  of 
this  report  the  total  for  a region  includes  all  aircraft 
handled  by  centers  headquartered  within  that  region. 

This  report  is  one  of  a series  of  specialized  aviation 
forecast  studies  issued  annually  by  the  FAA  Aviation 
Forecast  Branch,  Office  of  Aviation  Policy.  The  series 
includes  "Aviation  Forecasts  1978-1989,"  "Terminal  Area 
Forecast  1978-1989,"  and  "IFR  Aircraft  Handled  Forecast 
by  Air  Route  Traffic  Control  Centers  1978-1989."  Copies 
of  these  reports  are  available  from  the  National  Techni- 
cal Information  Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield, 
Virginia  22151.  Information  on  the  sales  price  may  be 
obtained  from  them. 

Further  information  on  specific  projections  and  their 
underlying  assumptions  are  available  from  the  Aviation 
Forecast  Branch  (AVP-120) , Federal  Aviation  Administration, 
Washington,  D.C.  20591,  phone  area  code  202-426-3103. 

DISTRIBUTION:  W-1,  R-1,  RPL-2,  ZMS-411,  ZVP-382 
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